In contrast, the Treaty of Rome set up terms of engagement over which France had driven a hard bargain, which appeared unthreatening to national autonomy, and which survived the transition from the Fourth to the Fifth Republics in 1958. On the eve of the 2017 French presidential elections, our empirically-rich collection of articles returns to those early years and to the 60 years since to inform our reflection on the state of France's EU membership today. Collectively, we assess how and why
Europe matters in our understanding of contemporary France, and we seek to situate our findings in the ongoing research agendas for the study of France and the European Union. (Ladrech, 1994 : 69, our emphasis).
So perhaps 'salient' is the wrong term to depict an issue that at presidential election time is both everywhere -as an 'organizational logic'; and nowhere -as a distinct political cleavage (Drake, 2013) 
